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$0 THIS 


IS ONKYO 





EXPECTED OF 
A LARGE FIRM, 
THEIR OFFICE 
BUILDING'S 
SURE BIG!! 











THIS IS 
fm THE “ONKYO 








UP FOR THE 
I'M LETTING RECKLESS 
YOU LISTENTO TyINGS T DID 
HEADPHONES 10 you BACK 
TO YOUR HEART'S ~ THEN... 
CONTENT OVER 
HERE TODAYV 


DOSUKOL!* 


Wasn't THis Ti. 
supposen |9.0 
TO MAKE UP 
FOR BEING 


1 \ 
RECKLESS...? Jo “Y eee 4 


STRANSLATOR'S NOTE:.\DOSUIKOI",|S A CHANT SUING. BY SUMO, WRESTLERS IN 
A MATCH. RYOGOKU IN SUMIDA WARD, \TOKYO, IS AN AREA WITH MANY SLIMO STABLES. 
Rego. ff eel NL Reamer NAY 


| # 





IT'S BEEN 
SOME 
TIME SINCE 
I SAW YA! 


DIVISION CHIEF : 
YAEGUCHI 


" A ON —J 
[ses AN A Rew 
a, 
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THIS IS 
PIONEER'S 
FLAGSHIP 
HEADPHONE 
MOUDEL!? 




























































































PIONEER 
SE-MASTERI | /, 


.- YOU'RE \ 
SURE PULLING iy 2 
OFF THAT GAG U A a\\ 
WELL, HUH... IT's a s 
QUITE 1 WHOA!! 
HEAvY!! | 











TER 1” 
FINALLY TAKING 


ry 4 
eo ~ A {/ A \\ \ 1 
ph R SS BUT, 
(i | SEEING THE 
. : 
\ 2 y 
ret 


4, 
g J 
\ 
} 


"a 
fh 


wl? \ 


Z6 sotwas ANY NEWS 
Z| WONDERING FROM YOU 
WHAT BECAME GUYS... 








THINGS FIRST, 
TRY LISTENING 
TO THIS 


"SE-MASTER 1” 
MADE FROM YEARS 
OF SWEAT AND 


TEARSO 






























































































































































































































































yy THIS SPACIOUSNESS 
> THAT CAN ONLY BE 
ATTAINED BY BEING 





ALIVE!!" 
















you 
MUST BE 

TIRED AFTER 

1 YOUR LONG 


} 
"JOURNEY. y 
a 


















WON'T YOU 
COME OVER 

HERE AND 
REST? 
















MOTHER- 
HOOD! ! 





SL 
THE MEZZO- 
WW SOPRANO 
THAT SHRANK 





TOGETHER 
IN A GOOD 
WAY... 











AND THE 
BASS OF 
THE ALL- | 
IMPORTANT I 











BEFORE THAT'S 
THE GREAT RIGHT... 
MOTHERHOOD, 
EVERYONE /S 
EQUAL AND ARE 
SIBLINGS... 









THIS SOLIND 
/S SURELY... 








OF MOTHER- 
HOOD... 





SENSITIVE 
TO SOUND!! 


COMPLETELY 
REVERTED 


BACKTO Y 























> vo 
MA you KNOW 
y WHAT “IM- 
GW PRINTING” 
WS we 16...? 





"IMPRINT- 
ING"... 


THIS 1S " THE PHENOMENON 
Ee WHEREBY THE YOLING 
DIFFERENT. : OF BIRDS OR MAMMALS 
FROM OTHER tg TEND TO IDENTIEY 
FORMS OF i 
MOVING THINGS IN 
LEARNING, AS FRONT OF THEM AS 
/T CONTINUES . oy, "PARENTS," JUST 
FOR LIFE... VAN) AFTER BEING 
K BORN. 








Sy 
/ oY : 












NY \4 THAT'LL 
cad BE THE SAME 
2 [ie FOR NENE, WHO 
Ay RETURNED TO 





BEING A 



















IDIONT VE 
THINK IT'D BE } 

THIS TOUGH 
TO HAVE TO 
=| PRETEND TO 












H WHEN SHE 
} WAKES UP... 
THE FIRST 
THING SHE 
SEES WILL 





























































































































HAD PLACED 
IN NENE'S 
HEADBAND. 












































































































































































































































ANDO 
‘li 4 NOW, 
Me POR WD see 
THE REST N Ke 
OF YOUR \ | x 
LIFE!L! NU 
‘A | 
\ | | Y rma o » ee ee 
Rez. || | 4 sag Newel!" 
jpoS corES 
~— Nw — By C. 
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THE ONE WHO 
DESIGNED THESE 
HEADPHONES... 













/S DEFINITELY 

THE "NEGATIVE 

TYPE", ISN'T 
HE? 


WORDS, 
IT'S AT THE 
FOREFRONT 

AS OUR 

FLAGSHIP 
MODEL. 


IT'SA 
NON TO GET DOING THIS 






























































Ne 
f= THEN, 

Uy ISN'T THIS 
W Zz SEVERAL |N\ 
le YEARS, 

VAé BACK!: 


7 


WHAT 
IN THE 
WORLD 

1S 
THIS!? 























SE-MASTER | 
DESIGNER: IMAGAWA 
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at : 
' S ) “| 
‘ 
| SN) \WN 
ND 
N/A \ 
im ( \, WSS 
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i} N 









SUFFERING 
HERE, . 
TOO... il XY 











































































































































































THESE ARE 
MEMORIES 
IMPRINTED 


OF THE 
PERIOD 
BEFORE /T 
WAS BORN... 


noooooo!! I 
IMNOT | 
DEAD YETI! | 





saa DEM GUCMTREMBLES 

SCRATCH 

= 0 
us 
FY NO 

EVEN I CAN'T ‘ ; 

BELIEVE THE ed wet Bieda 7 WAY... 
THINGS THAT HAVE orcs GO 

HAPPENED TO 7 A COMIC a) 

ME RECENTLY... ae , BOOK... 
























































I MIGHT 
COULD 
BE ABLE TO 
TELL WHAT'S [7 you... LET 
saat ‘ ME LISTEN 
TO THIS 
“peopuct t i "MASTER 1" 
LISTENED ‘ PROTOTYPE? 
TO... 
HUH?’ \ 
p YOu 
\ READY? 
\ tf 
«pups ) |] UP 2 || 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































/7'S A CAREFUL | 
BLEND OF SOUNDS == |, 
THAT MAKES ONE K—} \\ \\ f /T SOLINDS 
THINK OF JAPAN p GOOD AS 
IN THE GOOD USUAL... 
OLD DAYS. 


THERE'S 
INDEED 


A / SOMETHING 
eng b LACKING... 


\ 

WEIRD... Ny 

zTHoucHT 
THE BASS 

WAS SOLID, 


nA 
re 
we et eg uN ott 


1S WHAT'S 
DIFFERENT 
FROM THE 
FINISHED 
PRODUCTI! 






























































SLIM- 
§ MEEEER!! 
































BACKI! é CATION", 
y YOU SAY!? 


i 


: 


—— SS 
—— 


ITS IMPRESSION 
WILL CHANGE!! 

















I TRIED 
CHANGING 
THE HOUSING 
CASE FROM 
RESIN TO 


ALUMINIUM. 


7O PRODUCE 
LOW NOTES, 
THE FILM IN 
THE EDGE... 


HAD ITS 
DOME MADE 
WITH METAL 

TO COVER 


THE MEZZO- 


SOPRANO 


THE DIAPH- 





THE PART 
SUPPORTING 
THAT GETS 
RESONATED 
GENTLY, SO 
THE SOLIND 
ENDS UP 
FLABBY... 


HOW IS /T? 
THE CLEAR 
CONTOURS IN 
THE SOUND 
BRINGS OUT 
BALANCE IN 
THE BODY, 


LET'S SHOW 

THIS TO THE 

HIGHER-UPS 
Now!! 


BUT, JUST 
PRODUCING 
LOW SOLINDS 
ISN'T ENOUGH, 


SO, 
BY CHANGING 
THAT PART TO 
ALUMINILIM, 
/T LOOKS 
LEANER. 


THIS WILL 
DEFINITELY 
WORK OUT!! 


IT'S LIKE 
THE BEFORE 
AND AFTER 
py OF A WEIGHT- 
LOSS AD!! 








WE DID IT, 


IMAGAWA!! 








SWILL A 


= ye 








jen ( 


ONG 


Wy 
WEY, 
. if 
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ewe ( 
te 








y 
<0) 
a 
23 
“SO 
THE 
SOUND'S 
REALLY 
FABEWLOUS.... 












































































































































YES, 





WN “aRcoeH 


i! LDON'T 
WANNA 
y GOTO 
i. WORK!! 





WA \\\ war? 


AREN'T YOU 
CRYING OUT WITH 
HAPPINESS AFTER 
EXPERIENCING 
THIS FULL-ON 
BABYFICATION!? 


































































































NOT ONLY THAT, 
THE STRETCHES 
OF SOUND ARE 
GENTLE AND 
CARESS THE EARS, 
ALMOST LIKE THE 
EMBRACE OF 
A MOTHER... 





FIRMING UP 
THE SLOPPY 
LOW NOTES 
MAKES THE 
OUTLINE OF 
THE SOLIND 
MUCH 
CLEARER... 


Vy INDEED, THE 
SOLIND'S MUCH 
WEIGHT. 


BETTER WHEN 










































































2 BUT, IN 
2 ‘i IT EXCHANGE... 
BECAME . 
SO MUCH 
J ait HEAVIER! 4) COMPARED 
i p’ Her 70 BEFORE. 
Wf /, ij 
WM) 
C 
YOU we THAT'S Wf, j 
S| GET/T? CAUSE THE Uf 
oe HOUSING Y 
a CASE... My) 
QW 
| 
GOT | 
CHANGED \ ! 
FROM THE f 
LIGHTER || 
RES/N TO 
METAL... 
a 
\ 





































































= \ in Va 
‘\ i 
\ 
\ 
HW 
ae (a j 
XZ HEADPHONES 
5 ARE... 
\ 
DIFFERENT 
50, IT'S FROM SPEAKERS 
NOT ENOUGH IN THAT WEIGHT 
IE IT CAN PLAYS A CRUCIAL 
: SIMPLY ROLE WHEN USERS 
PRODUCE 4 REVIEW THEM. 
"GOOD 
SOLIND”, 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































2 THAT'S 
PY = (a A TOUGH 
5 \ S ASPECT OF 
\ : «AND 5 COMMER- 
\ THAT'S WHY, (é p CIALIZING 
. G, THIS CURRENT 4 HEADPHONES, 
MA (XS PROTOTYPE TOO... 
ANA /S REJECTED. 




















































































































*SIGH*... 



















































































































































































































































































































































































IT’S JUST 





JUST WHEN | 

YOU THINK VBA LIKE THIS 
YOU'VE GOT Z\\ Z / RUBIK'S 
ONE PART y \N. j CUBE... 
SETTLED... ZZ 





ANOTHER 
PART GETS 








MESSED 











uP. 
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IT'S AN 
IS THERE 
ABYSS EVEN AN 
END-POINT 
TO THIS 
PROCESS...? 














































































































AN ENDLESS 
TUNNEL WITH 
NO HINT OF 
LIGHT IN 




















LOOK LIKE A 
LEGAL LOLI... { 


AND ONE 
CUSTOMER 
REQUESTED 
FOR ME TO 

DRESS UP AS 


SURPRISED THE SCHOOL 
BACKPACKS 
NOWADAYS 
ARE WAY 
BETTER THAN 
WHAT I HAD 
IN MY TIME, 




































































































































































































































































CARRYING 5 Ml JK \) h 

BACKPACK? \ Aa)yS THIS'LL 
= aa ay = LN GO WELLI! 

Z ell: Wal IT'LL GO 

a > ae = WY WELL FOR 


J ie > es SURE!! 
IY & 





OH MY GoD!! 
HE'S BEEN 
PRESSURED 
SO MUCH He's 
GOT A SCREW 
LOOSE NOW!! 





AAAU... THE 
BACKPACK... 


IT IS PRECISELY 
THIS BACKPACK 
THAT HAS SHOT 
FORTH A BEACON 


OF HOPE TO ME 
ROAMING IN 
THE DEPTHS OF 
DARKNESS...! 


ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLERS ARE 
SERIOUSLY 
THE BEST!! 





















































































































































THIS WILL 
DEFINITELY 


WN 
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LA 


A | Tn Ga 
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/ \ 
y\ 


Sib 


































































































































































































HE- 





IT FELT 
LIGHTER AS 
SOON AS T 
PUT IT ON 
MY HEAD!! 

















? WA-WA- 
TCR. ONGAO WA-WA- 
V Up S) ° WA-WA- 
Y 2 WA-WAIT... 





\\ wear's THE 


MEANING 
OF THISI? 
masicr? eae 0, 


3 
















I WAS 
SHOCKED 
WHEN I 















I'D THOUGHT 
BUT, ITWAS ITD BE HEAVY 









SINCE /T WAS CARRIED 
"RCAUSE OF SO EueY. THAT BACK- 
HOW IT FIT ME PACK 
MY BODY!! 


Ti FRONT OF 
THE EARBUD Wes 
MADE THINNER, 
WHILE THe Back 
WAS MADE THICKER. 
THE INTERIOR'S 












i THAT'S WHY, 














































































































(MADE OF URETHANE I DION'T 
ZT TRIED rou enr CHANGE 
RAISING THE | |] 7HE SOLIND 
FITTING LEVEL | | \ausarry we'o 
OF ALL AREAS “Ty fy | ACHIEVED... 
BY INCORPO- 
RATING 
SUCH IDEAS. 
AND ALSO 
LEFT THE 
HOUSING 
J INCREASED THE CASE AS /T 










WIDTH OF THE HEAD 
CUSHION AND LINED 
THE INSIDE WITH SOFT, 
SUEDE MAN-MADE 
LEATHER. 


WAS. 


DOWN... 
WHAT'S 

LEFT WOLILD 

BE TO MAKE 
\ ADJUSTMENTS 

: : ACCORDING 
VARYING HEAD ‘ . TO DIFFERENT 
SIZES IN THE To e HEAD SIZES!! 
COMPANY?! u 


zl a 
rr] — | 
Neo oS oN 2 \ of jp “DASE POR | 
Fo 


HEAD SIZES 
mm. | PA OF ALL KINDS | | 
gn’ IN PIONEER, 


y ruau( 


f 
| 


y 
y) 





O.1 INCH CARVING 
ALLOWS FOR 


ADJUSTING OVER IMAGAWA 
ed iad CARVED /N 
"0.1 INCH 
OF 14 LEVELS” 
ADJUSTMENT 
FOR THE HEAD 
CUSHION... 












THE "TENSION ROD" 
HAS TWO USES, ONE 
OF WHICH IS TO AD- 
JUST THE HEAD'S 
ar 












AND WORKED 
ON IMPROVING 
ACCESSORIES LIKE 
THE DETACHABLE 
"TENSION ROD” 
THAT ALLOWS FOR 
ADJUSTMENT OF 
THE SIDES OF 
THE HEAD. 









































































































































































































































up Tit 
BUT, THE NOW, OTHER g hee 
CUBE SIDES ENDED | HARDENED. 
ee NOW HAS up AMISS 
hee ALLITS WHEN ONE C 
SIDES... PART WAS 
DONE. 


> Ck 











COULD I 
HELP OUT 
\ WITH THE 
MONITORING, 
\ TOO? 


HIBIKI!! 





GO THROUGH, 
JUST LIKE 
THAT SHOW 
“YOUR MANE"! 


I'M RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF HER, 
BUT SHE SAID 
SHE'S "HEADING 


OVER’ 





RUB RVB_ RY 

Wy AZ) 25, 
00 » 

mnie Rapy Ms ie | 


ALL RIGHT! 


y M6: 
a 
Ay 
. 





SOMETHING 
BEFITTING OF 
PIONEER’S 
FLAGSHIP 
MODEL. 


We'LL 
START 
SELLING 
THIS UNDER 
PIONEER WITH 
THE NAME OF 
"MASTER 1". 








WITH YOU Guys 
DURING THE 
MOMENT WHEN 


SOMEHOW, 
IT SEEMS 
LIKE MY 


TIME 
HERE'S 
uP. 


"MASTER 1S 
BALANCED 
CABLE... (SOLD 
SEPARATELY) 





















NENE!! WHO 
DID YOU SEE 
FIRST!? 


A OU!! SHE'S 
AWAKE!! 


WE MEET (7 CB 
AGA-... 





yy 7 l <7 
6 a tl 
SATO, THE “ae 
PROJECT Oo 
IN-CHARGE NICE TO 
OF MEET 
"MASTER 1". [Al you. 
Gan 7 
A fe) MIYUKI!! 
-HUH? 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































_NuForcest/ 





























ital | 
AREN'T 
tere... |’ Nye y I 
REAL BAD ENDED UP 
RUMORS d GOING 
ABour THIS (| \ HOME 


ROAD...? /\\ ‘ LATE... 


a 
MUTTER 



































HAVE A FLAT | 
CHESTED ONE Ye 
STAY PLAT... 


MAYBE T’LL 
JUST MAKE 
GLASSES- 
GIRL MY SIDE 
DISH FOR 
THE DAYO 





I prvdh ED 


Hy I’M SORRY 


= Px, ~ 
p- Ui rer GLASSES : 


IK GIRL, YOU'RE 
/ GETTIN’ 
G JUSTICE! | 


















THAT 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 
QUITE THE 













I WAS STILL 
NERVOUS ‘BOLT 
WHETHER HE 
WAS REALLY 
COMMUNICATING bala et a ee YEAH... 
THINK HE WITH OTHER Is, HANDS FREE 
WAS USING ALIENS... TO HOLD THE 
WIRELESS PHONE EVEN 
WITH A WIRED 
EARPHONE 

















BECAUSE 
THERE'RE 
NOW MORE 
PHONES 
WITHOUT 
EARPHONE 








THERE'S 
MORE 
PEOPLE 
GOING 
WIRELESS 



















ACTUALLY 
KINDA 
INTERESTED 
IN GETTING 










OH, BY THE 
omic WAY, DAT... 
FOR 









: ‘e 5 
Ly THUMB: 
re ae S S 


ANS 


AN 





IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
THAT'S 

STALKING, 

ISN'T IT? 














HIBIKI EVEN 
KNEW THAT YOU 
ATE A SUPREME 
BOWL OF CURRY 

RICE FOR 
YESTERDAY'S 
DINNER... 





p ILINDENGALIM-, HE... 3 
KINDA DAY, |p i. \ 
AND THAT . 
you even used | \ (gi\i\ rs N 
BADy's BRAND | \\ \\| 
FOR YOUR r ih) 
BATH SALT. j 
EVERYTHING'S y 
BEEN REVEALED J Jy 
THROUGH THE |” fl 7 
MONITOR. LAG 


il Wy | /e TODAY'S A Hee 
. \\ 













































































NOW THAT 


















\ a\ YOU SAY IT, .) 
O: L\ hae HIBIKI WAS ALWAYS £ 
“Sip MUCH THERE AT THE END, ‘ 
| VWs 15 FINE, EVEN DURING THE = 


v ANA ecu’? | R AS TIMES I WENT OUT JS 
Qe S ; WITH YOU... 


NOW 
THEN! 
US Road SO, WHY NOT 
we one COME TO ME 
DART AND LEAVE 


WAITING!! THIS CREEPY E 























Y wotner SEoPhohs 
WORDS, 


IT’S 
PRECISELY 


FAB TODAY 
TOO, 
HIBIKI!! 





INTO A 


7 \\ me 
PAINTING...7 
hen] / 
po 





AND NOW, 
PLEASE COME 
\3 THIS WAY... 


SHE SEEMS 
LIKE SHE'S 
PART OF SOME 
SUBCULTURE... 








































































































































THIS IS 
OUR TOP 
PICK NOW! 






IT FITS 


"NU"? 











































































































sa SO, THIS on...! y 
WELL-KNOWN IS READ x 
MANUFACTURER AS "NEW"? IT'S A BRAND 


FROM AMERICA. SS CALLED 





SS 























































EVEN 
OPENING THE 
COVER'S SO 
STYLISHLY 
SIMPLE. 







































































































































































































































































IT'S 
AMAZING 
HOW IT CAN 
BE DONE 
JUST LIKE 
THIS... 





























































































































—3 WOW! 


















































































































































































































































































































































IT'S 80 
COMPACT 
AND CORD- 
LESSI! 
y t 
ATA 
GLANCE, /T 
LOOKS JUST a 
LIKE AN 
7 
ACCESSORY! ee ‘ 
| \\ 
| BEFREES |!\ ~~ \ 
THE 
Jp BUT... "BE FREE 
ONE WILL "TRUE T'S THE reel 
THERE'S |] / worry agouTt] WIRE- MODEL LANE ANY 
. » 

NOTHING ITLL FALL ore |] SESS.” CALLED... eCTU ITS 
LIKE THAT = if THERE'S LerT (pNe 
HERE, < 1B] hoo 4 

HANGING ON 
THeueH? f\ TO THE EARS, 
i RIGHT...? 
p 5 rae 
‘CAUSE... THE y 
EARPHONE’S 
CORDS ACT 
LIKE A LIFELINE 
OF SORTS, 


























DON'T THEY? * 












































as 
~— 

















WAIT, 

WAIT, WAIT, 

WA/T, WA/T, 
WAAA/TI! 











IT'S GOING WoW) F 

INTO TOP AVA Li Na 
GEAR FROM Z\\\\V iM 
THE VERY =Ee\\ a 
START!? a NT / . 


COME 
DELIGHTFULLY 
THRUSTING 
DEEP INTO 
THE HOLE... 


= THE 
SOLID LOW 


THUMeE NOTES... 



























































































































































RO, "74S 
"yy, mi JN FLA WZ. 


1 ss Yi 
. Cet we 
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rd = 
Le ” 
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THE CLEAR-CUT 

SOLIND OF THE 

CYMBALS THAT 
DON'T HAVE 
ANY KINKS! 

















































































"EASE OF 
WNDER- 
STAND- 
ING "ILL 






; 


p \ A Nf 
| il 
EXPLANATIONS THAT ARE 
EASY TO UNDERSTAND 
SS : 
N 













\ \ 






WHERE THE 
VALUE FALLS 
WHEN THERE'S 


NO ONE TO 
APPRECIATE 
Wu 


"EASE OF 
UNDERS- 
TANDING”... 


THE WORLD 
OF MUSIC x 
‘| /MMEDIATELY! } I) Vy Lv 


THE PHRASE 

BM "EVERYONE 

V| CAN ENJOY 
TPs 






































IT'S LIKE THE 
SOUND OF POP, 
AIMING FOR THE 

“GREATEST COMMON 
DIVISOR,” POW! 


HOW 
CAN SHE 
KNOW THE 
EARPHONE’S 
BACKGROUND 
JUST FROM 
ITS SOUND 
r 


HIBIKI! WHAT 
EXACTLY IS 
THIS KID!? 





RIGHT? 


SENSITIVITY 
TO SOUND IS 
ALREADY AT 
A LEVEL OFA 
PERVERT'S. 








al eee Whar wulT'S AS YOU 
1S... vu wae Yip SAID... 


= a A EARPHONE 
BORN OUT OF... 


"COLL- 
ECTIVE 
W/S00M.” 



















































































CALL IT... \\ 




















































































































































































































94 





95 


COLLECTIVE 
WISDOM? 


\ 



















































































































































































. NuForce.2 
- THIS IS. x, 
THE EARLIER Ve ~S 
THE "Be TAL | sestec® | HOW THis, 
FREES.” of aq eat OF 
NOW... RF y/ 


BUT, THIS 
IS DIFFERENT 
FROM THE 
“BE FREES"'S 
MATTE CASING. 
THIS IS KINDA 
SHINY AND 
BLACK, WHICH 


THE THING ‘ 
THAT INSECTS f a 
PRODUCE JUST )) N A, MTURERS 
BEFORE THEY A: ya ESS CALL IT THE 
"COCOON.” 





i WHEN THIS RR 


V pe "COCOON" 
VX 4 : ( HATCHES... 















































































































PAUSING IN. 
M/D-Alk. 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE NENE 
HAS ALREADY 
EXCEEDED HER | 
"STYLISH 
TOLERANCE 
METER’... 














SSA MMMQjn 


T'S THE SAME 
AS THE "BE 
FREES"’S!! 


THe mass oF Z 
LOW NOTES 1s BE 
POUNDING ‘ee 
THROUGH MY = 
BODY FROM 
















IN SPITE OF 
THERE BEING 
INCREDIBLE 












NO, IT'S 
BECAUSE 
THE MEZZO- 
SOPRANOS ARE 
BEING FIRMLY 






i 














/T DOESN'T 
AFFECT THE 






AND THEY CAN 
STRETCH 
FURTHER... 







THE LOW 
NOTES ARE 
STOIC AND 
SUBSTAN- 
TIAL... 


/N CONTRAST, 
THE MEZO- 
SOPRANO'S 
GENTLE AND 
AND 
THEN... THE 
SLIGHTLY ALOOF 
EROTICISM 
FROM THE 
VOCALS... 
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g ANN yea 

h ore Nee 

hu” OUR EA 
es CY 

Wert 2. 

BD cup 

| A 
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| 
. 



















THE PART 
WHERE THE 
SOUND'S 
A LITTLE 
STOIC YET 
ALOOF... 
















THERE'S 


LiKE 1's AMAZING 
MASS IN 
A SHARED Fe LOW 
TRAIT, O 
THOUGH. 


KY BUT, 





IN 7HE "5" 
i IN Was... 
IN ‘ 
CFA 
=~. 
BURST- 
ING WITH 
FRIENDL/- 
/ NESS. 
b 
\ \STE! 
HAD SOME- 
THING LIKE 
\ THE MATURE 
i CALM OF AN 
ADULT. 
"THE 
YOUNGER 
SISTER” 





AKA 
"THE 
OLDER 
SISTER" 

TYPE, 


TYPE... 


MAYBE? 



























































AND THE 
"MANUFAC- 
TURER'S 
IDEALS”... 


WERE 
PINNED 
DOWN 
IN THIS 
MODEL 
AS WELL, 


NU 


\ 


FORCE 


HMM... 


YOU SURE 
SAY SOME 
INTERESTIN’ 
THINGS... 


THE "BE 
FREEB” 
HERE /S... 


Nu FORCE’S 
FIRST TRUE 
WIRELESS 


THEIR 
H "IDEALS"... 








lil 








OH! I 
GET IT, 





THIS 
STYLISHNESS 
FEELS LIKE 
WHAT A 
BUSINESSMAN 
WALKING DOWN 
WALL STREET 
WOULD USE! 


EVEN IN 
JAPAN, 
THERE WAS 
CROWOFLINDING 
70 COLLECT 
MONEY FOR 
CREATING THAT, 


WITH $10,000 
AS THE GOAL, 
AND THE 
AMOUNT 
GATHERED 
WAS... 


SOMEHOW!! 
\ii 










HH 


HA lh l | 



































THE BULK 
OF THEIR 
CONSUMER 
BASE WERE 
AUDIOPHILES 
AROUND 35 
YEARS OLD... 








AND HENCE, 
THIS "BE FREES” 
WAS RELEASED 


WITH THAT 
TARGET 
AUDIENCE £ 
IN MIND. 

















FORA 
PLURRE ALIDIO 
MANUFACTURER 
70 BE THE FIRST 
70 CHALLENGE 
CREATING TRUE 
WIRELESS 
EARPHONES, 
/T SURE 
ATTRACTED 
MUCH 

ATTENTION. 















































IN THIS WAY, 
Nui FORCE'S 
ROAD TO TRUE 
WIRELESS WAS 
SMOOTH 
SAILING... 


MM SLT HY ft SY 
Hi Y/Y y) 
YU HW, YY Wf 
Li LUff/ YEU YY Hl 
LIE NY) 
Vp” \) 


/ 
i 





THE KNOWL- 
EDGE WE'VE 
LEARNED UP 
TILL NOW IS 
PAYING OFF!! 


RESPONSES 
FROM JAPANESE 
USERS HAVE 
ARRIVED FROM 
VALUE TRADE! 


THAT MUCH 
OF A BOOST, 
THE "BE FREES” 
WAS QUITE 


THERE'S 
ATTENTION 
OVER THE 

TUNING, AND 
RESPONSES 
ARE LOOKING 





a GN RR atta 








® Mail 


Q RENT 
8 ree 


DU as 


UP TILL 
NOW, NU 
FORCE’S 
MAIN 
CUSTOMERS 





SENDER VALUE TRADE RECIPIENT NU Force 
TITLE BE FREE8'S RESPONSES FROM JAPANESE USERS 


+ The fingerprints left on the shiny black casing stand out. 


+ The earphone itself is sleek too, so it's difficult to take it 
out of its case. 


* It's good that the headset button is small and doesn't stand out, 
but it's difficult to press since it's so small. 


* The hole for keeping the earphones in the case is narrow. If the ear 
chip is changed to the bigger one, it's difficult to put it in the case. 
Forcing it into the case causes the ear chip to be stuck at the back. 


+ The light from the case flickers slowly, but it's difficult to 
understand what that even means, so it's kinda weird... 


TE 





THE SO- 


THING ELSE. y ; CALLED 
‘ "ALIDIO- 
PHILES.” 


4 TREATED AUVIO 
DEVICES AS 
"COLLECTIBLES" 





bees || _—l 
| 

















AFTER /T 

BECAME A HIT, 

THE CONSUMER 
BASE 





IS 
CHANGED, 






A CONSIDERED 
A TOBE "DAILY 
NECESSITIES". 


"NEM/"... 


THE 
FOREFRONT 
TECHNOLOGY 
THAT WAS 
USED. 


COULD you 
REMOVE THE 
ONE FROM 

YOUR RIGHT 


COMPARED TO 
OTHER TECH, 
THERE'S AN 
AMAZING 
SENSE OF 

STABILITY... 





























NFM/ 


NEAR-FIELD MAGNETIC 
INDUCTION 


DISTANCE 
BETWEEN 
THE LEFT 
AND RIGHT 


WHAT LETS 
"BE FREEB"'S 
EARPHONES 

Ten FO 
THE EARS... 


































































































DISAPP- 
EARED. 


IT'S LIKE A | 
"CLOSE-RANGE eu 2 \ . YEAH... THE 
POWER TYPE" tTueRe’s No Je DISTANCE 
[|] PROBLEM IF oh RANGE IS 
ONE'S JUST 
ENJOYING IT ; . 
NORMALLY. 








UGH... i EVEN THE 
MANUFAC- 

TURERS CHOSE 

7O PRIORITIZE 





AND AUDIO- 
















































| PHILE'S §] MUSIC QUALITY 
| REVIEWS... SHAY IN THIS CASE... 
SN = 
q REALLY 
THIS CONCER- 
a : | WAS THE NED...” 
OPPOSITE 
| . OF WHAT WE 
( THOUGHT WE 
. f DID WAS FOR 
MADE US THE BEST... 
REALIZE 
WHAT WE 
HAD BEEN 
INCORRECTLY 



















































































>] PRIORITIZING... 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































z De 
. ey “ 
os oo 
< vo a ! S 
6 A ii< WHEN ‘. 
N\ “ Sa THUS, ° PD \e OUR 2 SUCH 
| ee § ROPNZT WWEALS =| evens | i ¥ 
4, | WHERE THEY DID / ROY ARE SUP- NZ) came... i? 
.), | NOT TAKE USERS’ SE 7 vi 
cal REVIEWS INTO REMEEE! 
ACCOLINT. 
BECAUSE 
THE AUDIO 
MANUF AC- 
+ THANKS TO 
THIS, THERE WERE HER PAR 
MANUCAFTURERS SHARE OF 
THAT BECAME WELL SHUT "CRAFTMAN’S iy 
eli, RY HAND . ze 
P FOLLOW 
ME!! Y 
i\ 
aA 
WE SHOULD 
CHASE AFTER 
THE IDEALS 
WE THINK OF / y Mave OUR 
NEXT, INSTEAD NS MIN BRIDE FROM 
OF GETTING \aae= BEING PART BUT, 
BOGGED DOWN Uy Lf? /OF TAIS LONG (| Nu 
BY THESE Ais, JOURNEY! WwW FORCE 
OPINIONS!! : WAS... 





j y yp fy = 
4K 
~ BYR 

bf 
ys 































T THINK 
WE SHOULD 
RESPOND TO 

SUCH OPINIONS 

AS BEST AS 





"ULTIMATE 
DAILY NE- 

































































/T WASN'T 
MORE OF 
FORCING 

IDEALS 

ONTO THE 

FIRM... 








SG “ULTIMATE 





2 





CESssITY” 
BUT, MORE 
OF MAKING 
USE OF THE 
KNOW-HOW 

ACCUMULATED 

AS AN AUDIO 
BRAND... 













TO 
CREATE THE 
ULTIMATE 
DAILY 
NECESSITY 
THAT TOOK 
I INTO ACCOLINT 
INGE | 2/GHT USERS’ 

WISHES AS 








DOESN'T 
THE BLUE 
OCEAN OF 
POTENTIA- 








! 


PRECISELY 
BECAUSE 
IT'S THE 
"HIGH QUALITY 
EARPHONES 
FOR LIGHT 
USERS"... 


HIGH 
QUALITY 

EARPHONES 

FOR LIGHT 


A THOROUGHLY 
PORED 
PRODLCING ‘ises" 
AODUEN USERS’ 
THAT WAS pias 
CENTRAL 
70 ONE'S 
LIFESTYLE... 











/S NONE 





























QR ANN 57s Be" 
Gi « <I Kt FREES"... 
/ a \S 
wey WS \ 
oO Kal 
#s \ : 
8 
WHOOOA!! FO 






THE SOUND 







WAS ALSO MADE 
BY THAT MEANING, 10, SUIT. THE 
r TASTES OF 
YOUR, EASE. OF. LIGHT USERS 
UNDERSTANDING 








AND BURSTING 
WITH FRIENDLINESS 
YOUNGER SISTER 
TYPE” WAS SPOT 

ON. 








"COLLECTIVE 
WISDOM"...11 






THE PRICE WAS 
REDUCED BY 
AROUND A THIRD, 
FROM "5" TO 


MOCEL... 








NuForce.3 
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f) @ iW 
BUT A ly ans 


CHEAPER 
VERSION?? ( 


—= Me ra 
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* Bereta USUALLY, IF IT’S 
3 | Arties THE PRODUCTS — 
= ’ CHEAPER BY THE SAME 
OW se recs" MANUFACTURERS, 
a: > c THE MORE EXPENSIVE WHAT WHAT'S WITH THAT 
a ee ONE WILL BE THE DOES IT " 
BETTER QUALITY MASS PRODUCED 
” EVEN GUNDUM THAT'S 
: aa ah - OMe ERTS MEAN...? STRONGER THAN 
: = Aer THE REAL DEAL” 
: REFERENCE... 
y O/T y 
4: 3 
sees ORR 
AHIGHER | ACA 
GRADE THAN | ia 
THE "BE A= p, 
PREES"?, Ss = C 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THERE'S NO tuere, \#] 50, I CAN'T 








tHe maIN \{ ANSWER TO Bids waicn SBSH AN cay that’s 
REASON FOR || THIS QUESTION Is ITI? TRUE... WELL... 
THAT IS... OF WHICH IS. 
BETTER. 
gY 
KZ 05 = 
ay She’. aa 
THIS THING ren ane: 7” SHAK Y IS 


THAT'S BEEN sabe) : 

USED FOR IAS = 
EACH f 

MODEL... ’ bi J 



















































































































































































| THE DIA-= 
} PHRAGM! = 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































FIRSTLY, j 
THIS "BE / 





FREES"... _ 
HAS yup. 
ITS DIA- | THE THE DIA- 
THAT'S THING THAT 
ppaen WHAT IT PRODUCES PHRAGM 
r ‘SOUND 
WITH... Is. ) WHEN IT 
. VIBRATES... 
9g 
\ G 
i \g 
: f 





We 



































bs 
JON ENERGY 
= HIGHER THAN 
THAT OF 
HYDROGEN... 
FROM 
USING 
"INERT ON 
METALS." 4 
— 2 S 
by 0.23 INCHE: = | y 
OF INERT METAL, ] 
DIAPHRAGM COATING < 
Na) 
; PSSSHAY 
CUARANG ape 
v LAS A 
WELL, | soucn, 1 aps 2] “ueuee 
JUST KNOW ry, "Qy {KNOW IT's If. HYDROGEN"... 
THAT A LIGHT ee < mh SOMETHING Dae if UMM... 
AND stronc [ SS \ AMAZING... usps WHAT 
“METAL” IS A | N, y WAS IT 
BEING USED. | /Ff \ | AGAIN? 


HEHE... 


60, I GUESS THAT'S 
WHERE THE SLIGHTLY 
STOIC AND ALOOF “BIG 
SISTER SOLIND TYPE” 
CAME FROM... 








THE ONE N 
THAT'S USED 
IN THIS "BE 
FREES" IS... 





ITLL BE 

MORE LIKE ME, 

A HIGH-TECH i 
MATERIAL + 


BURSTING @ 
WITH YOUTH. 


‘COURSE, IT'S 
+ THAT MOVE NOTHING LIKE 
EARLIER WAS 
“FIST OF THE 
UNIVERSE'S 


DID MS. MIDI 
LEARN THAT 
A FROM...?. 
THAT TIME, SCALE WHEN 
OF COURSE, TECH FOR IT 
IT WAS THE le WAS RELEASED 
LEADING NEW IN. 





SD) CARBON 
Y] MOLECULES. 





STRONGER ‘See Oe) eee 
THAN DIA- - \ BETWEEN ALL 


MONDS!! & LA /TS FELLOW 


CARGONITES... 


EVEN ON 
A PLANE 
ITSELF... 


IT'S THE ONE 
THING IN THIS 
WORLD You OS SOMETHING 
NENE'S GETTING CANT TEAR ae 
SOME DARK EVEN IF YOU > STRONGER 
DELUSIONS ie STRETCH IT. | oP as THAN 
AGAIN... Py DIAMOND!? 











IT'S SUCH 
IT'S “WreRAL 
STRONG!! men 
oe COMPARED 
70 THE 
A USUAL 
S\N “1 DIAPHRAGM... 
1 ‘ 
MORE | ( 
THAN A \\\\ 
DIAMOND \\\, 
a N \ 
AND MORE @ 
SHARP... 
WHAT'S MORE, 
THE SIGNALS 
ARE SUPER 
SENSITIVE! 
|| /7TERINGS AND WITHOUT 
|| OUT A PRETTY ANY LINGERING 
a ATTACHMENTS, 
SOLIND P o IT QUICKLY 
RETURNS TO 
/TS ORIGINAL 
POSITION. 
Ds a 
THAT'S In = w“ 
WHY I SAID IT j \ 
BEFORE, RIGHT? } THAT'S TH 


THE “YOUNGER 
SISTER TYPE” 
IS MUCH MORE 
VALUABLE THAN 
THE “OLDER 
SISTER TYPE"? 


BECAUSE 

















TRUE FORM OF THE 


"YOUTHFUL YOUNG Fll- 





4 SISTER TYPE OF ~WHO0Q4/7 Hl" 
©) 5 THE MODERN OAL A: 
2 SOLND"...! 


"60, 

WE DON'T 
SIMPLY LABEL THE 
"6" AS BEING OF 
LOWER QUALITY 
THAN THE “8""... 


COMPUTERS, 
RIGHT? 


BUT, THIS 
"“GRAPHENE-BASED 
DIAPHRAGM" |S... 


MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR TO 
THE “BE FREES” 
THAT USES A 
“METAL-COATED 
DIAPHRAGM’ 
SOUND-WISE... 


THE NEWEST 
COMPUTER YOU 
SEE IN THE SHOP, 
AS COMPARED TO 
THE ONE YOU 
BOUGHT ONE 
YEAR AGO, IS... 


CHEAPER 

AND MORE 
EFFICIENT. 
THAT SORT 
OF THING. 














IN THE 
CASE OF 
HIGH-CLASS 









WITH THEIR 
"TECHNICAL 
KNOW-HOW 
ACCUMULATED 
FROM YEARS 
OF RESULTS 
AND TRUST"... 










IT'S THE 
FRUITION 
OF THE MANLI- 
PACTURER'S 


\CLILMINATION O1 
MANY ARE KNOWLEDGE 


STEADILY y UP TILL NOW. 
CREATING 
QUALITY 
PRODUCTS 
BEFITTING THE/R 
CRAFTMAN’S 
SPIRIT. 



















































/N CONTRAST, 
FOR MANY 
EARPHONES 
WHICH ARE 
STRONGLY 
CHARACTERIZED 
AS "DAILY 
NECESS/TIES”".. 
















































































































































NOILVAONN 


















































TO WHAT EXTENT 
NEW TECHNOLOGY 
CAN BE INCORPO- 
\ RATED PLAYS A 
RELATIVE IMPOR- 
TANCE IN DECIDING 
WHETHER IT GETS 
PUT OUT ON THE 
MARKET... 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AND SO, 
EVEN WITH 
JUST A 
ONE YEAR 
DIFFERENCE IN 
COMMERCIALIZ- 


irs THe | Tye TECH 

DIFFERENCE IN > 
PRODUCTION ity 4 i USED CAN 
ATTITUDE, BE REALLY 
DIFFERENT. 


ss 


Vo VB AR 
THAT'S WHY, Lae CSO" 


" fh THE NEW 
FORGET 'BOUT s fh 7 4 iT 
THAT HIBIKI HAG NS y 0 ‘ MODEL'S HEY, 
AND choose 47 7E/) Be\, § ; 

op Y'KNOW! > 


Wee ie 


\ 


NO, NO NO! 


NY 


THERE'S SOME 
BETTER TECH 
USED IN THE 


AAO) | 


2001. 
MS. HIBIKI . 
USED THE EIGHT . 
PARADIGM FIST, 
HUH. 





aye TOLETTHE EARLIER, 
"NFIM" TECH tiles 
omar FREES" REMAIN CIALIZATION 
? CONNECTED... THAT NISHI 
SAID... 


TO CONNECT 
BOTH LEFT AND 
RIGHT SIDES, 
BOTH PHONE 
AND EARPHONE 


USED THE SAME 
“BLUETOOTH’... 


e> 


TO TRANSMIT 
SIGNALS TO 
EACH OTHER!! 


A REVIEW 

THAT WAS 
"CONCERNED 

ABOUT THE 
DISAPPEARING 
SOUND WHEN 

TAKEN BOTH EAR- 


INT 
PHONES GET 
ACCOUNT SEPARATED"... 





IN EXCHANGE 
FOR GETTING A 
DELAY IN SOLIND 
‘ e ag AND REDUCED | 
DISTANCE : LE; STABILITY IN THE 
WAS USED , LEFT AND RIGHT 
INSTEAD, | CONNECTION... 


EVEN WHEN BOTH 
SIDES OF THE 
"BE FREES” ARE 
SEPARATED... 


THE SOUND 
STILL GOES ON!! 


IS AMAZING J 
AFTER ALL, 
RIGHTIU Oe 


CAN BE “COUPLE 
DONE, LISTENING”... 


THIS IS 
> , HOW THE 

YOU'RE S SOUND STILL 

RIGHT! . PLAYS EVEN 
p S WHEN IT'S 

SEPARATED. 









THE “NFMI" 
THAT YOU 


RO ’ 7 ™ CAN ONLY 
USED AS NS \ fj 
AN EXCUSE Yj "i \ f LISTEN TO 
TO GET « ' 


CLOSER, by “\ 


LIKE THISO 7 ( 


















THERE'S MORE 
WAYS TO MATCH 
THE BLUETOOTH'S 
"CODEC" IN THE 


Wee! 







vp YEAH, 
CAN'T A 
yore YEAH... 











TO 


GENERALIZE, 
WHEN IT'S THE 
SOLIND DATA TYPES OF 
18 SENT VIA "BLUETOOTH" 
BLUETOOTH... THERE ARE. 


IT GETS 
COM- 
PRESSED 
BECAUSE 
THE DATA'’S 
700 HEAVY. 





















































ALSO, THIS 
"CODEC" HAS 
HUGE INFLUENCE 
ON THE SOLIND 
QUALITY AND 
THE SPEED OF 
CONNECTION. 



























































































































































































































































































































































IN CON- 
WH andes. 
THE "APTX", 
ON TO THE 
WHICH "SBC" AND 
PROVIDES aac” 
AN EXTRA ve 
METHOD OF 
COMPRESSING, 
LIKE WHAT 
HIBIKI SAID. 
































"CODEC"? 






THAT COMPRES- 
SION AND THE 
WAYS OF COM- 

PRESSING IT /S 

THE "CODEC." 






















THERE 
ARE TWO 
CODECS 

IN THE 

















CALLED 
THE "SBC" 
AND "AAC." 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SO, THIS 
MEANS THAT 7 NOV —&, 

WHEN I CHOOSE WHAT!? y BY THE 
MY WIRELESS r WAY, THIS 
EARPHONES... "CODEC"... 

SHOULD BE 
THE SAME 
STANDARD 


AS YOUR 
I'LL HAVE PHONE'S IN 


irs TAKE 
TO LOOK UP \ OTE! ORVER TO 
MY PHONE’S ZR Be SHEEN, 
CORRESPONDING : 
CODEC THEN!? 


7O PUT IT 
SIMPLY, THE 
"SBC" CAN MATCH 
ANYONE, BUT AS 
FOR THE OTHER 
TWO THAT'S MUCH 

SUPERIOR... 





THE "APT X" 
/$ MORE FOR 
ANDRO-LIKE 

PHONES. 


THE "AAC" 
1S FOR 
APPLE-LIKE 
PHONES. 





I SEE... EVEN 
es WHEN WE SAY 
KNOW HOW \ if PTHERE RE ; 
MUCH BETTER / jl f ACTUALLY SO 
THE "8" IS NOW On 
, $ MANY PARTS 
TO IT, HUH... 










FACT THAT 
THERE'’RE 










MANY 
CODECS... 






IN OTHER 
WORDS, ITS 
TOLERANCE 
LEVEL IS HIGH, 
A.K.A IT 


COMPLETELY 
ATTAIN.O 


IT SURE IS 


i | WONDERFUL 
\\ WITH A DEEP 
BUST... 
am \ 
h 
af 





DOESN'T 
MEAN 
"GOOD"!! 





DON'T YOU 
THINK THE 
"6" GIVES A 
MUCH BETTER 
FIT? 


¢ 
——- 


— 


tag 
ay 


EASIER TO 
FIT FEMALE 










































































IT'S THE 
OPPOSITE. 









WESTERNERS 


==} 









WESTERNERS 
HAVE RELATIVE- 
LY STRAIGHTER 
ONES... 












WESTERN- 
ERS AND 
ASIANS... 

















ACTUALLY 




































WHILE HAVE FAIRLY 
ASIANS ARE DIFFERENT 
FOUND EAR HOLE 
70 HAVE SHAPES, 
CURVED 
ONES. 










iy THE SHORTER EVEN SO, 

THIS SIDE IS \ NOZZLE ENDED TO ASIANS... 
ALL CONTROL UP BEING A 
BUTTONS. GOOD FIT. 


CHARGING 
COULD 

BECOME 

FASTER... 


15 MINUTES 
PROVIDES } 

HOUR OF 
PLAYBACK, 





AND 
THINGS LIKE 
DETACHABLE 
























THE "5" 1S WINGS 
DEFINITELY COULD BE 
MORE SUITED ATTACHED. 
FOR THE EASE 
OF USE AS HUAI LLL 
A "DAILY 


NECESSITY.” 


UD 
yy 






EXCITEOMMMLEN 
ne 


















HEY, 
Hey! 





BY "DAILY 
NECESSITY,” 
DO YOU MEAN 
I CAN MAKE 
PHONE CALLS 
WITH THIS, 
? 


NENE, 
LEAVE YOUR 
PHONE HERE. 







COULD 
YOU GO 
INTO THAT 
| | ROOM OveR 

NM | THERE? 





















AND NOW, 
I'LL SHOW YOU 














rz a, 
ee as Wee 
7 wet \\ & 
. iy poy 


AS 
} D 
al 41 


134 








Oo HAPPENS 
EVERY- 
@ TIME! 


DID THIS 
END UP IN 
A HAREM!? 


HUH!? 






































\ \\\ WHICH 


WILL... 





















































































































































iD 
SENSITIVITY... 


AD AS EX. 
VW 
AS TS ( 


D-w 
DIRECTLY... 
FROM THE 
BACKI!! 





























































































































































































































Lae 


{{ a Ds 


= 








THE KID y 
NWEEDS HER | 
AFTERNOON 


RAT IN THE Z00 
TO NENE. 


IT AIN'T 
FAIR IT 

























MAYBE THE 
FUTURE WILL 
HAVE THINGS 
LIKE CORDS 
ATTACHED TO 

THE EARHOLES 

TO PLAY MUSIC 

DIRECTLY 

TO IT... 










THE MEDICAL 
















IF IT WAS FIELD HAS MADE 
“DIRECTLY ADVANCEMENTS 
CONNECTED IN “ARTIFICIAL 

TO THE HEARING"... 
NERVES’... 

























THEN WE 
WOULDN'T KNOW 
WHETHER IT'S A 
“HEADPHONE” OR 
AN “EARPHONE,” 
RIGHT? 





“PLAYING 
MUSIC THROUGH 
CONNECTING 
SOUND SIGNALS 
DIRECTLY TO 
YOUR CRANIAL 
NERVES"... 






THEORETICALLY, 

c WOULDN'T PEOPLE 

. , WANT TO "ENJOY 

ita MUSIC WITH THE SUCH 
CLEAREST A TIME 

OF SOUND MIGHT COME 

QUALITY"? SOON. 

















REFERENCE 
TO "GHOST |j 
IN THE 
SWELL”! 





THERE'S ALREADY I 4 TECHNOLOGY'S 
THINGS LIKE THE  \Ym GONNA BE SO 
"TRUE WIRESLESS” we ADVANCED... 
” 


WOULDN'T 
NEED CORDS 
AT ALL, 
RIGHT? 


OTHER PEOPLE IF IT 
WON'T EVEN BECOMES 
KNOW THAT WIRELESS... 

YOU'RE USING 























MEAN? 


IF WE WERE 




































































































































































































































































TO GO THAT 
FAR, I FEEL 
beck, LIKE IT'D 
JUST BE 
DULL. 
THERE’RE 
THINGS 
TO ENJOY 
ABOUT THE 
HEADPHONE'S 
DESIGN, 
RIGHT? 
\ 
a 
/, ee 
gust i) 
¢ v = | Pee iis ene «INDEED, 
N "EVOLUTION = TO USERS 
| : THAT'S NOT AND THE 
| / DESIRED,” MANUFAC- 
/f, HMM... HUH. TURERS... 
{iy 
( 
Z . 
S : 
EXACTLY? Coe “orn 
x : G THIS WAY... 
i7 a 
se 
WHAT DOES 
"LISTENING 
? TO MUSIC 
AXE. THROUGH 
HEAD- 
WHAT PHONES"... 
D'you 


MEAN... 






I'VE 
BEEN ABLE 
TO LISTEN 

TO VARIOUS 

HEADPHONES 

UP TILL 
NOW... 





SOMETHING | [ 
LIKE THAT... 





BUT! BUT, 
Y’KNOW!! 






























































































ASA 
WAY TO 
LISTEN TO 
MUSIC... 
IT’S THE 
"MEANING 
OF USING 
HEAD- 
PHONES"... 
OR 
RATHER 
\ 
NOR- 
a MALLY... 
Co , 
/T’S$ TO 
"BRING 
MuUS/C 


OUT- 
ISN'T DOORS"... 
IT? 


CH 
THERE'S {f/ 
THAT, 4y 


THIS IS 
THE AVERAGE 
SPEAKER... 


WOULDN'T 
THAT BE FOR 
"CENSOREDO” 

VIDEOS YOU 
DON’T WANT 
FAMILY FINDING 


THERE'RE 
THOSE WHO YEAH, 

ENJoy usING INDEED... 
HIGH-END 

HEADPHONES 

AT HOME TO 

SLOWLY SOAK 

IN THE WORLD 
OF MUSIC. 





WELL... 
PERHAPS ONE 
OF THEM WOULD 
BE THAT “THEY'RE 
UNAFFECTED BY 
THE ENVIRON- 





waa we 






N 


BINS 














/T HOME, 
ONLY TO 
FIND OUT 
THAT IT WAS 
TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHO HE 
THOUGHT 




















IF IT'SA 











TRADITIONAL SPACIOUS- 
JAPANESE NESS 
oF ROOM, IT AFFECTS 4 
EE "ABSORBS Tn THERE'S 


STUFF LIKE 


A CONE THATI? 


WHILE 
ATILED 
WESTERN 
ROOM WILL 
MAKE "STRONG 
ECHOES." 








BUT, WITH I DIDN'T A A rresente 
HEADPHONES, \ EVEN THINK 


EVEN IF 
YOU WERE TO 
BRING IT HOME, 
/T'S STILL GONNA 
BE THE SAME 
PERSON AS /N 
THE SHOFO 


THE PLAYER 
AND AMP 
INFLUENCES 
THAT, AS 
WELL. 


I SEE!! 


SO, THIS MEANS THAT 
IT'S MUCH MORE DIFFICULT 
TO GET TRICKED BY 
“PANEL MAGIC" WITH THE 
HEADPHONES, RIGHT!? 





THE HEAD- 
PHONES I'VE 
INTRODUCED 
YOU TO, UP 


THOSE 
A PRICE WERE 
LARGE ENOUGH $2,000 OR 
TO MAKE THE 3,000... 
PEASANT-ME zo 





















































hi : > AY THAT PRICE 
I WW f ay TAG MIGHT FEEL 
} EXTREME TO oe 
+ SOMEONE 
is WHO'S NOT 
INTERESTED 
IN IT... 
WA \ Pc 
| y r Ps 
9100, ~ 
OO00!? 4 
$100,000... 
' BUT, ia 
has IS FOR PURE | 
| NOT EVEN AUDIOPHILES os 
Oy ENOUGH WHO SEEK [ aces. 
Va FOR WHAT HIGH-END 
MALT THEY WANT. ) Goons... [ae 
} ns 





$10,000 
IS NOT 


HIBIKI AND 
THE REST... 


THIS, Y'KNOW! 
IERALLY 
SPEAKING, IT'S THE 
“SPACE” THAT'S 
DIFFERENT! 


COMPARED 


FOR HEAD- 
PHONES... 








d 
/T APPEARS |\\' \ 






























































































































































WHEN You \ 
A LISTEN TO 
OF SPEAKERS, 
IN THE END, MUSIC... | 
LIES IN THE 
enlene "LARGENESS 
SOLIND OF THE 
LIKE THE SOUND | 
ORCHESTRA FIELD.” \ | 
OR JAZZ 
HAS A MUCH 
HIGHER THE 
AMBIANCE "SOUND \ 
THAN HEAD- \ 
PHONES! FIELD. n \ 
\ \\ 
\ 
/ ‘\/ IN 
aD "| CONTRAST, 
gy : | | HEADPHONES... 
S 
SEE... y 
. IF You \\ g. LET YOU 
-N snuGcve | 7\\) SNUGGLE 
as UP LIKE =A\\\ up close 
THIS... | TO MUSIC, 
S J \Y’) Like THIS: 
/ = \)f Zi /: 
/ f R ns 
\y 
( \ x 
Cy \ f Ree MAYBE ot 
WV Vs V\ IT LETS 
you \\ Jee KE | you “THo- 
CAN FEEL \\ ROUGHLY 
THE VIRTUES \\ LISTEN 
OF THE TO EACH — 
INDIVIDUAL INDIVIDUAL 
PARTS NOTE"D 
DIRECTLY, 


RIGHT? 





$0, WHAT'S 
THAT 'BOLIT 
"FEELING Po; Wr eve. 
‘NV 


[ WHAT ONE GETS 

\ Hated =f 

AKID. oy THE 
SMALL 
One"? 


~~ 
¥ YOU MEAN, 
ONES FOR 


tee oe JUST THAT, AREN'T 


USE” OR 4 
"MONITORING A\\/ he THERE MANY DIFFERENT 
é TYPE OF HEADPHONES, 
100? 


FOR THAT TO MAKE =_I HEARD 
examece, | THE INDIVIDUAL» THIS FROM 
BANDS MIL PARTS, THEY A CERTAIN 
PERFORM oe ai halsay MANUFAC- 
\ AT CONCERT [HY BE AWARE OF | TURER WAY 
LISTENING e 2 j TO LISTEN.” 
Use”... . | 


LISTENING 
TO MUSIC 
AT THAT 









































































































































AN APPROACH 
70 BE CLOSER 
7O WHAT YOU'RE 
HEARING FROM 
THE SPEAKERS, 


2Y CREATING AN ANGLE, 
THERE 1 DISTANCE BETWEEN 
THE EAR HOLE AND. 
E.G BEYER DYNAMIC TI ETC. 








THE 
ADHESIVE 


MODEL THAT 
ALLOWS ONE \ 
TO FEEL THE 


AS 
INSTRUMENT \\ 











AND 


THE HEAD- 


FIELDS... 















CHOOSING 
THE LEVEL OF 
ENSURING OPENNESS, 
THE ANGLE OF 


PHONES CAN THE DRIVER 
BEUSEDIN RELATIVE TO 

LARGE SOLIND THE EARS 

ETC... 





NEXT, THE 
"MONITORING 
USE". THIS 1S 

AKIN TO... 


BEING 
RIGHT 
IN THE 
MIDOLE 
OF THE 
BAND! 
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AND THEN, FOR V. 
THE TYPE THAT 
VALUES GETTING YY 
SUCKED INTO THE 
LOW-PASS OF THEY J 
ADDICTIVE 





THEY GO MUSIC 
(\| RIGHT SMACK 
, /N FRONT OF 

THE UPBEAT ')/ | THE VENUE’S 

MoveL Tar SPEAKERS! , 
or ten g 
arn THEIR THUME. 

STRONG, 
LOW-NOTE 
ATTACKS!! \ if 
THUMP. YI) 7) 4) A 
: 5 ’ 
\y he Ry 
oo Uy 
Hats VS (GSN 2 
REAL EASY \— 
~ TO UNDER- o OOOH!! 
RIGHT! > Oo STAND! \ 
THIS 

IS REALLY 
USEFUL FOR fo I SEE... 


WHEN I'M = i 
CHOOSING MY ry y 
HEADPHONES “77 iy / 

Too 










































































THE 
"PLACE TO 
LISTEN,” 








YEAH! 
HEADPHONES 
CAN PLAY AN 
ACTIVE ROLE 

IN MUSIC! 


"WHAT'RE 
HEADPHONES?” 
AND THE 


IT'S FUN 
THAT I FEEL 
LIKE I CAN 
LISTEN TO LIVE 
PERFORMANCES 
IN THE VENUES 
I LIKE!! 


THINKING ‘BOUT 
IT LIKE THIS, 
THE QUESTION 
EARLIER... 


THOSE WHO 
THINK "I LIKE 
THIS TYPE OF 

MUSIC SO I WANT 
TO LISTEN TO 
/T THIS WAY!".., 







































































DESIRE”... 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Me 


ANG) 


i 4 | oem I'VE DECIDED!! 


ALL RIGHT! 
















































I'M 
GOING ON 
a A JOURNEY 
(72 \ TO FIND MY 
Z 8) IDEAL SOLIND 
Ni My “A USING HEAD- 
PHONES!! 





i yr Wn 


HIBIKI'S 
ISA 
THIS 
ONE HERE'S NO-GO! 
BETTER! 








A GIRL WHO'S HIGHLY SENSITIVE TO SOUNDS YET IS TECH ILLITERATE. 


Se 
| | HEADPHONES CORNER | 


pao | 


| 


THE FLOW 
OF THE HIGH 


NOTES IS. 
ESPECIALLY 





THE GIRL WHO ALWAYS HAS A HEADPHONE AROUND HER NECK 


/ YOU ALWAAAYS 
HAVE THAT 
HEADPHONE ON, 


LU 
LISTENING! 


Al 
i 
a g 
<? da THAT'S WHY 
F YOU'RE NOT 
7 (ives | 
yy 





THE GIRL WITH A RETRO MODEL WHO HAS TO TIP-TOE 








e8 
 waaons 


ANd “993400 


aye 
% MOUS 


162 


THE GIRL WITH THE FAINT TRACES OF WARMTH IN HER HEADPHONES 
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FROM THE EARS 
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Pioneer 


SE-MASTER1 
if 






SPEC 


Model: open-air type dynamic 

Frequency response: 5 Hz-85,000 Hz 

Impedance: 45 ohms 

Weight: 0.93 Ibs (not including cord and tension rods) 


"*sigh*... and so the day changes again today, huh..." 

Coming home to a dark room after wearing out my nerves feeling 
completely knocked me out from work... wanting to just down my head 
and cry out into a woman's voluptuous bosom full of motherhood... 

the one that helped me grant that wish was this sa-master 1. 

There's the sense of fit that feels like being given a soothing head 
massage by a masseuse, and being enveloped in its thick body made 
of fleshy low notes, on top of its elegantly flitting, clear high notes. 

The vocals that seem to come whispering in your ears... a delightful 
world of firm yet appealing motherhood is waiting for you... 





WADAPEN. IMPRESSIONS. }> 





NuForce 
BE Free5 





SPEC 


Model: dynamic frequency 

Response: 20 Hz - 20,000 Hz 

Impedence: 16 ohms 

Weight: earphone pair (including cp350 tips) 0.03 Ibs; battery box 0.12 Ibs 


"Aaah...! | feel good as soon as | put these in..." 

For those who want their sound to be "easy to understand" or think "I 
just wanna listen to music in the train!!", this pair of earphones is. 
extremely, extremely suitable for these 

so-called "sudden listenings"!,) That's 'cause it's kinda difficult to focus 
solely on listening to music in the hustle and bustle of daily life. 

"You'll be suddenly addicted, suddenly listening, suddenly 

enjoying this." Isn't that great?) The fact that it's true wireless means that 
it value adds to the ease of wearing its During the many times we 
listened to music while working on the storyboard in cafes, we relished 
how "there were no cords", which meant that the stress from using 
earphones up till now was reduced. Be it using the pencil, abruptly 
standing from the seat or turning whichever way, there was no 
interference at all. 

Hmmm... Could it be possible that the earphone's greatest enemy is 
actually the "cord"..? 
















FTERWOR 


“<4 iG 

HELLO, EVERYONE! WADAPEN HERE. *SOBt WITH THIS 
$8 CHAPTER, THE SERIES HAS COME TO A CLOSE. THANK YOU 

SO MUCH FOR FOLLOWING THIS SERIES THE PAST TWO 
y “AND A HALF YEARS! 
Pop ni 
WHEN | FIRST STARTED, | WAS ALWAYS UNSURE AND 
QUESTIONING MYSELF: ‘| LIKE HEADPHONES, BUT IF | DON'T 
KNOW MUCH ABOuT IT, WOULD | BE ABLE TO WRITE A 
DETAILED STORY BASED ON THEM?" 
J AMIS 

™ DESPITE THAT, THE PROCESS OF GATHERING MATERIALS 
AND DISCUSSIONS WITH MY SUPERVISOR, MR. IWAI, 
DISPELLED THOSE INSECURITIES 

































SO, | NATURALLY CAME TO THINK: ‘ITD BE GREAT IF WE 
COULD BE HONEST ABOUT OUR FEELINGS LIKE NENE, IN 
THE PROCESS OF TALKING ABOUT THESE VARIOUS 
MANUFACTURERS AND SHOWING READERS WHAT WE FELT 
WAS INSPIRATIONAL" 


ROM THAT POINT ON, | WAS REALLY HAPPY AS | THEN 
CAME TO ENJOY LISTENING TO Music THROUGH 
HEADPHONES AND DRAWING THEM OUT. 


| WISH TO USE THIS SPACE TO EXPRESS MY SINCERE 
GRATITUDE. TO THE MANUFACTURERS WHO COOPERATED 
WITH US, MY SUPERVISOR MR. KYO IWAI, MY EDITOR MR. S, 
THE STAFF AT COMIC GUM PUBLISHINGS, AND MORE THAN 
ANYTHING THE READERS WHO'VE SUPPORTED ME BY 
READING THIS SERIES. THANK YOu ALL SO MUCH! 

~ 


LIKE WHAT NENE SAID AT THE END, “THANK YOu HIBIkIl 
THANKS TO YOu, | FEEL LIKE | CAN GROW TO LIKE 
HEADPHONES MORE AND MORE!’ THIS IS VERY MUCH WHAT 


WE ARE FEELING RIGHT NOW. (M GRATEFUL. 


AND SO, ITD BE My HONOR TO BE ABLE TO MEET YOu 
NEXT TIME IN MY, OTHER WORKS. 


QF: [2-26 


BETATONES BACKGROUND, 0 / 
AND SMALLSOBUECTS: 
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